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ABSTRACT. This research, conducted between November 2019 and May 2020, Bahia State, aimed to
inventory birds used for trophic purposes, capture techniques, zootherapeutic uses, caged birds, and their
associations with local myths and legends. Fifty residents who interact with the avifauna were interviewed using
semi-structured interviews, A total of 172 endemic species were recorded, with 24 used for human consumption,
highlighting Crypturellus parvirostris. Birds are captured using 13 techniques, including shotguns and "visgo-de-
jaca.” Some species, such as Coragyps atratus and Fluvicola nengeta, are not consumed for cultural reasons. For
zootherapeutic purposes, 11 species were recorded, with columbina talpacoti being the most notable. As caged
birds, twenty-two species were recorded, with Paroaria dominicana and Sporophila nigricollis being the most
common. In symbolic and ritualistic beliefs, some birds are associated with bad luck and weather predictions.
The results contribute to local ecological knowledge and may assist in the development of avifauna management
and conservation programs, integrating sociocultural and ecological factors.
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Introduction

The set of complex ways of interaction between humans and fauna can be traced through different
scientific approaches, depending on the theoretical line that will be addressed, Begossi (1993). Historically, it
is assumed that ethnozoological science is the area responsible for understanding the interrelationships that
the various peoples maintain with animals, having originated simultaneously with the emergence of the
human species, Alves and Souto (2010). Ethnozoology is part of a broad field of study: the ethnobiology.
Arising from the field of sociolinguistics and cognitive anthropology, ethnobiology is a transdisciplinary field
of research that seeks to understand the diverse cultural perceptions of man's relationship with nature, as
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